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Only what is of Christ is of Value

Sometimes we have to ask ourselves, as we see personal desires being followed out, likes being served, preferences
being manipulated, and it becomes so patent that there is something which is quite natural ruling decisions and making
the plans: Where is the Cross, and where is the Holy Spirit working by the Cross? Therefore, you and | need to ask the
Lord more every day to make these crises acute, that we shall have no blind spots on this matter, thinking that it is for
the Lord when it is really for ourselves. Any measure of that &lsquo;l&rsquo; is countering God&rsquo;s end, and
anything that is done, even though it be by a most devoted soul, for the Lord on that basis is bound to have in it that

element which will limit its ETERNAL value.

The thing which is going to be wholly, utterly abiding, eternal, must be utterly Christ. It may, therefore, be necessary for a
course of reduction to be followed by the Lord. The thing may seem small and it may seem to be very limited according
to the world&rsquo;s standards. What is going on can hardly be seen on the surface, but God is working right down at
the bottom to build from the foundation, slowly, steadily, surely, and every fresh fragment that God adds to that work is
sifted, purged, tested. It is as though God puts in something and then, before He adds to it, He tests it, proves it, tries it,
sifts it, until the thing is, in its absolute purity, all of Christ and is established.
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That seems to be God&rsquo;s way with something that is going to be wholly of Christ. You can have, if you MUST, to
gratify the old human desires to SEE, to POSSESS, to KNOW, to DO, to be active, something bigger. But when you
look on toward the end, it will just be tested as to what is of Christ. All the other is waste. You have plenty of Scripture to

bear that out. | am only putting my finger upon a central law. Is it not true that God has determined to have nothing in
this universe eventually but what is Christ, and all else will be removed forever?

It is a glorious prospect to know that the universe will be filled with Christ, and God is going to have His end. When the
Lord gets hold of a life utterly, and when the Cross has really entered into that life, so that that life can say: &ldquo;l
have been crucified with Christ&rdquo;, nothing passes, nothing gets through that is not Christ.

Christ Our Life

&ldquo;When Christ, who is our life, shall be manifested...&rdquo; (Colossians 3:4)
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One of the main objects of the Holy Spirit is to get believers really identified with Christ as the risen and exalted Lord,
and to make His risen life real in their experience. As the age moves toward its consummation the manifestation of
Christ two features will become increasingly evident. On the one hand things, men, movements, institutions,
organizations, etc., will predominate and draw multitudes after them, and will attach the crowds to themselves. On the

other hand, with a growing disappointment and disillusionment over these, a minority will turn to the Lord Himself to find
Him alone as their life.

Three elements will inhere in all this. One is the unmistakable development of the principle of Anti-christ; that which will
definitely supplant Christ, or intend to do so. The second is the alternative to the whole Christ in man-made Christianity,
an imitation life born and carried on by its own momentum. The third, a deep and genuine quest for reality, truth, and
inward knowledge of the Lord Himself. In the first case it will be naked worship of man in human power: a tremendous
overflow of humanism, the wonder and glory of man. The third will be Christ altogether as the life.

If the Christian is attached to some thing, such as a teaching, a tradition, an institution, a movement, or person, the end
will certainly be a limitation of life and eventually confusion and disappointment, perhaps worse. The New Testament
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makes it unmistakably clear and emphatic that the destiny of all is to be &ldquo;Christ all and in all.&rdquo; We must
learn that a true work of the Spirit of God is to attach everything to Christ Himself. He, Christ, must be the life of our
spirit, the &ldquo;inner man,&rdquo; so that we are strong in the Lord: not in ourselves, nor in others, nor in things. We
shall have to survive adversity by His strength within alone.

Christ will need to be life for our bodies. There is such a thing as Divine life for the physical body. Not always does the
Lord choose to heal the body, but He does always want to be its life, even in suffering, to fulfill His purpose.

Phil.3: 7 But whatever former things | had that might have been gains to me, | have come to consider as [one
combined] loss for Christ&rsquo;s sake.

8 Yes, furthermore, | count everything as loss compared to the possession of the priceless privilege (the overwhelming
preciousness, the surpassing worth, and supreme advantage) of knowing Christ Jesus my Lord and of progressively
becoming more deeply and intimately acquainted with Him [of perceiving and recognizing and understanding Him more
fully and clearly]. For His sake | have lost everything and consider it all to be mere rubbish (refuse, dregs), in order that |
may win (gain) Christ (the Anointed One),

9 And that I may [actually] be found and known as in Him, not having any [self-achieved] righteousness that can be
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called my own, based on my obedience to the Law&rsquo;s demands (ritualistic uprightness and supposed right
standing with God thus acquired), but possessing that [genuine righteousness] which comes through faith in Christ (the
Anointed One), the [truly] right standing with God, which comes from God by [saving] faith.

10 [For my determined purpose is] that | may know Him [that | may progressively become more deeply and intimately
acquainted with Him, perceiving and recognizing and understanding the wonders of His Person more strongly and more
clearly], and that | may in that same way come to know the power outflowing from His resurrection [which it exerts over
believers], and that | may so share His sufferings as to be continually transformed [in spirit into His likeness even] to His
death, [in the hope]

11 That if possible | may attain to the [spiritual and moral] resurrection [that lifts me] out from among the dead [even
while in the body].

12 Not that | have now attained [this ideal], or have already been made perfect, but | press on to lay hold of (grasp) and
make my own, that for which Christ Jesus (the Messiah) has laid hold of me and made me His own.

13 1 do not consider, brethren, that | have captured and made it my own [yet]; but one thing | do [it is my one aspiration]:
forgetting what lies behind and straining forward to what lies ahead,

14 | press on toward the goal to win the [supreme and heavenly] prize to which God in Christ Jesus is calling us upward.
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15 So let those [of us] who are spiritually mature and full-grown have this mind and hold these convictions; and if in any
respect you have a different attitude of mind, God will make that clear to you also.

16 Only let us hold true to what we have already attained and walk and order our lives by that.

17 Brethren, together follow my example and observe those who live after the pattern we have set for you.

2 Tim. 4:5 As for you, be calm and cool and steady, accept and suffer unflinchingly every hardship, do the work of an
evangelist, fully perform all the duties of your ministry.

6 For | am already about to be sacrificed [my life is about to be poured out as a drink offering]; the time of my
[spirit&rsquo;s] release [from the body] is at hand and | will soon go free.
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7 1 have fought the good (worthy, honorable, and noble) fight, | have finished the race, | have kept (firmly held) the faith.

8 [As to what remains] henceforth there is laid up for me the [victor&rsquo;s] crown of righteousness [for being right with
God and doing right], which the Lord, the righteous Judge, will award to me and recompense me on that [great]
day&mdash;and not to me only, but also to all those who have loved and yearned for and welcomed His appearing (His
return).

(Amplified Bible)
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